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OTHER COLEOPTERANS (INSECTA: COLEOPTERA) SIGNALLED IN THE 
PERIMETER OF THE NATURAL PARK „NORDUL GORJULUI”, GORJ COUNTY, 

ROMANIA (I)

CORNELIA CHIMI�LIU

Abstract. The paper synthesizes the species of 33 families from the perimeter of the future potential Natural Park“Nordul Gorjului” 
mentioned in the literature of speciality, published in the period of the years 1928-1999. There have been identified 114 species and 
subspecies which were classified in 82 genera and 42 families. The Carabidae family (23 species included in 13 genera) is the best 
represented followed, in order, by Tenebrionidae (11 species, included in 11 genera), Buprestidae (7 species, included in 5 genera), 
Nitidulidae (6 species, included in 6 genera), Histeridae (6 species, included in 4 genera), Silphidae (5 species, included in 4 
genera), Mordellidae (5 species, included in 3 genera). There are 14 families mentioned with only one species each. Of the 
remaining families have been referred to no more than 4 species. The presence of the 34 families attest the Coleoptera fauna high
diversity and at the same time the sporadic research made in this area. 

Keywords: Coleoptera, diversity, Natural Park “Nordul Gorjului” Romania. 

Rezumat. Alte coleoptere (Insecta: Coleoptera) semnalate în perimetrul poten�ialului Parc Natural “Nordul 
Gorjului”, jude�ul Gorj, România (I). Lucrarea sintetizeaz� speciile a 33 familii de coleoptere men�ionate în literatura de 
specialitate consultat�, publicat� în perioada anilor 1928-1999, din perimetrul poten�ialului Parc Natural „Nordul Gorjului”. Au 
fost identificate 114 specii �i subspecii incluse în 82 genuri �i 42 subfamilii. Cel mai bine reprezentat� este familia Carabidae (23 
specii, incluse în 13 genuri) urmat� de familiile: Tenebrionidae (11 specii, incluse în 11 genuri), Buprestidae (7 specii, incluse în 5 
genuri), Nitidulidae (6 specii, incluse în 6 genuri), Histeridae (6 specii, incluse în 4 genuri), Silphidae (5 specii, incluse în 4 genuri), 
Mordellidae (5 specii, incluse în 3 genuri). 14 familii sunt men�ionate doar cu câte o specie. Din celelalte familii au fost men�ionate
cel mult 4 specii. Prezen�a celor 34 familii atest� marea diversitate a faunei de coleoptere �i, totodat�, cercetarea sporadic�
efectuat� în zon�.

Cuvinte cheie: coleoptere, diversitate, Parcul Natural „Nordul Gorjului”, România.

INTRODUCTION

The paper continues the series of articles regarding the knowledge of the diversity of fauna of Coleoptera from 
the area of the potential Natural Park “Nordul Gorjului” (CHIMI�LIU, 2006, 2006a, 2007, 2007a). 

Location and the limits of the potential Natural Park“Nordul Gorjului” were presented in previous papers 
(CHIMI�LIU, 2006, 2006a).  

The first data referring to the families of Coleoptera tackled in the present paper are recorded in the papers of 
Marcu (1928, 1929), in which the author published the results of the research undertaken in the karstic area of Oltenia 
from Gorj and Mehedinti counties. Later, sporadic information are found, starting from 1962, in the papers of 
Specialists from the Department of Entomology of the Horticulture and Agriculture faculties of the University of 
Craiova, data which were included in the synthesis paper by BOBÎRNAC et al. (1999). 

MATERIAL AND METHODS OF RESEARCH 

The material of the present paper has been synthesized from data of the Coleoptera collected by Orest Marcu in 
1928 (MARCU, 1928, 1929), by Specialists of the Department of Entomology of the Horticulture and Agriculture 
faculties of the University of Craiova, between the years 1962-1998, and the specialists of the Section of Natural 
Sciences of the Museum of Craiova, between years 1951-1998 (BOBÎRNAC et al., 1999). 

Nomenclature and taxonomy of species and families have been updated according to the taxonomic system and 
nomenclature used in Europaea Fauna (www.faunaeur.org). In the species whose name has been changed, the old name 
was also mentioned. 

The species were listed in alphabetical order of families and within these, the subfamilies are also presented in 
alphabetical order. 

In each species the collection sites were specified and the authors of papers in which they were mentioned. 
There were identified 10 collection sites. 

The list of collection sites:  
1. Baia de Fier  
2. Cheile Olte�ului  
3. Cheile Sohodol  
4. Clo�ani
5. Novaci

6. Oslea 
7. Piatra Clo�ani  
8. Straja (M. Vâlcan) 
9. Tismana  
10. Valea Sohodol 
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Below are the families identified in alphabetical order: 

Family ANOBIIDAE 
Subfamily ANOBIINAE 

Anobium punctatum (DE GEER 1774) = A. striatum OLIVIER 1790 - Tismana (MARCU, 1928). 
Hadrobregmus pertinax (LINNAEUS 1758) = Anobium fagi HERBST 1783 - Tismana (MARCU, 1928), Clo�ani (MARCU,
1929). 

Subfamily PTILININAE 

Ptilinus pectinicornis (LINNAEUS 1758) - Oslea (MARCU, 1928). 

Subfamily PTILINAE 

Ptinus (Ptinus) fur (LINNAEUS 1758) - Clo�ani (MARCU, 1928).

Family ANTHICIDAE
Subfamily ANTHICINAE 

Notoxus monoceros (LINNAEUS 1760) - Tismana (MARCU, 1928). 

Family BOSTRYCHIDAE 
Subfamily BOSTRYCHINAE

Bostrichus capucinus (LINNAEUS 1758) - Clo�ani (MARCU, 1928).

Family BUPRESTIDAE 
Subfamily AGRILINAE 

Agrilus integerrimus RATZEBURG 1837 - Piatra Clo�ani (MARCU, 1928). 

Subfamily BUPRESTINAE 

Anthaxia (Anthaxia) salicis (FABRICIUS 1776) - Clo�ani (MARCU, 1928).
Anthaxia (Anthaxia) fulgurans (SCHRANK 1789) - Clo�ani, Oslea (MARCU, 1928). 
Anthaxia (Anthaxia) nitidula (LINNAEUS 1758) - Valea Sohodol (BOBÎRNAC et al., 1999). 
Dicerca (Dicerca) alni (FISCHER 1824) - Tismana (MARCU 1929).
Eurythyrea austriaca (LINNAEUS 1767) - Cheile Sohodol (BOBÎRNAC et al., 1999). 
Perotis lugubris (FABRICIUS 1777) - Baia de Fier (BOBÎRNAC et al., 1999). 

Family BYRRHIDAE
Subfamily BYRRHINAE

Byrrhus (Byrrhus) pilula (LINNAEUS 1758) - Valea Sohodol (BOBÎRNAC et al., 1999). 

Family CANTHARIDAE 
Subfamily CANTHARINAE

Cantharis (Cantharis) fusca LINNAEUS 1758 - Clo�ani (MARCU, 1928), Baia de Fier, Tismana (BOBÎRNAC et al., 1999). 
Cantharis (Cantharis) livida LINNAEUS 1758 - Piatra Clo�ani (MARCU, 1928), Cheile Sohodol (BOBÎRNAC et al., 1999). 
Cantharis (Cantharis) nigra (De Geer 1774) = Rhagionica fulva GMELIN 1790 – Tismana, Cheile Sohodol (BOBÎRNAC
et al., 1999). 
Cantharis (Cantharis) obscura LINNAEUS 1758 - Piatra Clo�ani (MARCU, 1929), Ch. Sohodol, (BOBÎRNAC et al., 1999). 
Cantharis (Cantharis) rustica FALLÉN 1807 - Clo�ani (MARCU, 1928), Cheile Sohodol (BOBÎRNAC et al., 1999). 

Family CARABIDAE 
Subfamily BRACHININAE

Brachinus (Brachynidius) explodens DUFTSCHMID 1812 - Valea Sohodol (BOBÎRNAC et al., 1999). 
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30. SILVANIDAE  1 1 
31. TENEBRIONIDAE Aleculinae 3 3 

Diaperine 2 2 
Lagriinae 1 1 
Tenebrioninae 5 5 

32. TETRATOMIDAE Tetratominae 1 1 
33. ZOPHERIDAE  Colydiinae 1 1 

33 42 82 114 

71 species were mentioned only once with 79, 80 years ago  no longer reported later. 27 species are recorded at 
most twice (BOBÎRNAC et al., 1999). Only 16 species listed by Marcu are  found in later papers. 

The 114 species completes the list of the 221 species included in 136 genera published previously in this area 
(CHIMISLIU, 2006a, CHIMISLIU, 2007, CHIMISLIU, 2007a). Thus, until now, 336 species had been identified included in 
218 genera and 45 families. In these species Chrysomalidae and Curculionidae families will be added, which will be 
published later. 

I have to mention the fact that the data come from sporadic collections performed at large intervals of time. A 
concrete study of the area has not been yet effectuated, the data being retrieved in entomofaunistic drawn up lists for 
years.

Synthesizing data attest to the great diversity of Coleoptera from this perimeter and the need for initiation of 
systematic studies to reconfirm the existence of the species unreported for 80 years as well as for the concrete 
knowledge of the current situation of fauna diversity of Coleoptera in this perimeter. 

CONCLUSIONS 

Off those 33 families of Coleoptera tackled in this paper, until now, 115 species and subspecies have been 
mentioned, included in 82 genera, 42 subfamilies. 

Most families are less studied and known not only in Oltenia, but also in Romania.
The big majority of species have not been reported but only once and with many years ago.
Cumulating the species identified in the present material with the results previously published from the 

perimeter of the National Park "Nordul Gorjului, until now, 335 species are known included in 218 genera and 45 
families. 

Systematic studies are necessary to reconfirm the existence of the species unrecorded for 80 years as well as 
the concrete knowledge of the current situation of fauna diversity of Coleoptere in this area.  
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